



Should I go to graduate School?

CHECK THE BOXES THAT APPLY TO YOU:
· My professor, family, or friends think I should go to graduate school.
· I’ve always been curious about ____________ (field of study).
· Graduate school seems better than entering the job market with a Bachelor’s degree.
· I want to live in a new city (and I don’t want to move back home), so graduate school seems like a good option.
· I have a good idea about what work I would like to pursue and I’m sure it requires a higher degree. 
· I’m ready to handle the financial cost of graduate school because I know it will open the door to specific job opportunities.
· I talked with people who are working in my field of interest and I’m pretty sure I would like the daily work.
· I already have the momentum and discipline school requires - I’m motivated to finish a higher degree now instead of waiting a few years.

If you checked any of the first four boxes (or there are other reasons for feeling confused), then talk to a career advisor about what you might do instead of going to graduate school right away.   








A few ideas about what you could do INSTEAD of going to graduate school or delaying when you would start:
· Participate in a gap-year program to build leadership skills & gain specific industry experience (e.g. Americorps paid volunteer, Student Conservation Association paid internships that are open to those with bachelor’s degrees) 
· Build your business skills in companies that like to hire undergrads (e.g. Enterprise, Target, Epic, Apple, Aldi, Verizon, Quadgraphics and MANY more . . .) (FYI: Many have early hiring timelines) 
· Get an entry-level job in an area of interest and build more experience 
· Teach English abroad and see more of the world (FYI: Many have early application deadlines)
· Take a year to work a “survival job” or temp job that offers flexibility, so you have time to research possible fields of interest.
· Volunteer or do an internship on the side (many agencies hire their volunteers).
· Research job possibilities online (e.g. Search BuckyNet by industry, Google by interest and location) 
· MOST IMPORTANT - contact real people doing the jobs you might like so you can test things out before spending lots of time and money on education!  (Informational interviews and/or job shadow)
· Visit a career advisor for help exploring careers and make an action plan tailored to your interests.  
· L&S students: http://www.careers.ls.wisc.edu/  
· Non L&S students find your career office: http://careers.wisc.edu
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